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To the Right Honourable 


SPENCER, 
Lord Milmington. 
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The EvrisTLE 


pit, and Tour allowing me the 
Honour of ſending it to the 
Preſs under the 3 of 
ſo great a Name. 

It is the privilege of High- 
Station to ſtamp a value, where- 
ever it oouchſafes its Counte- 
nance; but great perſonal Ac- 
compliſhmenuts add Dignity to the 
higheſt Station, and ſtamp a more 
than current Value upon every 
thing that has the Happmeſs to 
fall under its favourable Notice. 

A r ber a very Antient 
and Noble Family places Your 
Lordſhip mm 4a ſuperior degree of 
Eminence; but we are apt even 
to overlook the Quality of Tour 


high Birth, when we conſider 
at Your Lordſhip 7s in Tour 


ſelf ; Mining both in Tour pri- 
vate and publick Capacity with 
. 


DeDicaToORY. 
great Luſtre, and in a manner the 


beſt ſuited to both Characters: in 
prroate not leſs amiable, tho more 
confined; in publick more benefi- 
cCial, becauſe morediffuſroue in Tour 
Influence. 

The engaging Qualities of Can- 
don and Good-Senſe, Steadineſs 
and Afability, which beautify 
and ennoble prroate Life; when 
drawn out into publick Action, 
improve intothe ſerviceable Qua- 
lifications of Sedateneſs and Abi- 
lity, firmneſs of Mind and an 
eaſy diſpatch of Buſmeſs; whereby 
Your Lordſhip /o long ſupported 
a moſt important Office, and ſup= 
ported it with ſo great and gene- 
ral an Applauſe. 

It is the Ambition of thoſe in 
our Order, and it 1s an Ambition 
Your Lordſhip uſt Fardon, ip 

C 


The EpTSs TIE 
be defirons to approach Perſons 
thus greatly accompliſſ{d, and to 
recommend Keligion to their pe- 
culiar Countenance and Protecti- 
on. To propoſe Virtue and De- 
votion to Mankind upon the foot 
of Gentility and Politeneſs, will 
by many be received asa Paradox: 
But Tou, My Lord, arepleaſed to 
think favourably of Religion un- 
der that view; and in whatever 
reſpect Ton will vouchſafe us Tour 
regard, we need not deſire a 
brighter Ornament, or an abler 
Patron. 

But while we Took up to Your 
Lordſhip as à Patron, we mit 
not, and Ton, My Lord, will not, 
forget to conſider the Duty and 
Bleſſetneſs of that Characten: by 
Tour Fatronage of Religion Tou 
mill doit the beſt of Services; * 
he 


DevpicaTORY. 


the moſt engaging Acts of Fatro- 
nage will be the -— mes of Tour 
own Example: great Examples 
will partake of great Rewards ; 
and the Rewards of Religion are, 
all of them, exceeding precious. 
hriſtianity gives a richneſs to 
the Soul, adds a turnof Elegance 
and Nobility to human Nature, in 
Compariſon” vows the largeſt 
Afluence and brighteſt Honours 
are evenas nothing: But theſe are 
only the beginnings of Happineſs ; 
leading us on to that State, where 
Divine Purity will be our Quali- 
fication, and everlaſiins Glory 
our Inheritance. 


That theſe beginnings may 
have their perfect Work in Tour 
Lg: that You may long 
ſtand diſtinguiſhd among 8 

or 


The EprsTTLE, &c. 
for all thoſe Graces and Accom- 
_ pliſhments, which the Goſpel re- 
gularly inſpires, and never fails 
to improve: And that You may 
be no leſs diſtinguiſid for Your 
Reward among thoſe, who by 
their Authority and Example 
have done Service and Honour 
to Chriſtian Converſation, isthe 
ſincere and earneſt Prayer of, 


Myr Loa, 


(With all Efteem and Duty) 


Tour Lordfhip's 


moſt obedient Servant, 


Aba Barry, 


PROVERBS I. . 


1 T ſhall be an ornament of 
race unto thy Head, and 
chains about thy Neck. 


AN excellent things are ſpoken 
of Religion under the name of 
Y Wiſdom, in this Book of Proverbs: 
Its Glory and Riches, its Beauty and Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, are here ſet forth in the ſtrongeſt 
and largeſt lights of Truth and Eloquence 
and the ſtudy and practice of it are en- 


forced by the moſt convincing Reaſon and 
affecting Motives. 
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YET matter of obvious Complaint it 
is, that neither the Dignity nor the Ami- 
ableneſs of Religion can effectually recom- 
mend it to the World: On the contrary, 
continual Objections are ſtarting up againſt 
it ; and, notwithſtanding the full Con- 
viction both of the truth and neceſſity 
of Religion, we find it generally either 
evil ſpoken of, or evil thought of. 

Bur among the many ill-grounded 
Prejudices againſt it, there 1s ſcarce any 
fo prevalent as the Opinion of its Sourneſs 
and Severity: Your Men of Spirit and 
Politeneſs, imagine Piety to be an abſurd 
and ill - natured Contradiction to all the in- 
nocent and pleaſurable Freedoms of Con- 
verſation; a Principle of Meanneſs of 
Soul and Rudeneſs of Behaviour; and that 
a Man, as ſoon as he commences a good 
Chriſtian, is abandon'd to Formality and 
Preciſeneſs, to awkardneſs of Addreſs and 
contraction of Mind: In ſhort, to make 
ule of their own Expreſſion, he muſt no 


longer think of ä — the Character 
of a Gentleman. | 


I 
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IT ſhall therefore be the Buſineſs of this 
Diſcourſe to reſcue Religion from theſe 
{lovenly and degrading Imputations, and 
to prove it to be a graceful and an ornamen- 
tal Qualification. 

CHRISTIANITY did indeed at its firſt 
Appearance conde ſcend to be cloath'd with 
Meanneſs and Poverty; and God's Glory 
was thereby more eminently declared, by 
confounding the wiſe and mighty, thro" the 
weak and fooliſh things of this World : But 
it did not long continue in ſuch its low 
Condition; the Goſpel forced its Way to 
the Thrones of Princes, and ſhew'd it could 
ſhine in Courts as well as viſit the mean 
Eſtate of the Poor: Kings are thereby taught 
to Govern with Wiſdom, Subjects to Obey 
with Chearfulneſs; and in every Conditi- 
on of Life we are thereby Inſtructed to 
act up to the Dignity both of our Nature, 
and of our ſeveral Relations: There is no 
Circumſtance of Life, to which the Pre- 
cepts of Chriſtianity do not extend; no 
Station, which the Practice of them does 
not adorn : It is ſo far from abridging the 
aforementioned Character, that in its own 
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Nature it very highly contributes to poliſh 
and civilize the World; and doth in two 
ſenſes work a Reformation of Manners, 

Now in order to conſider Religion un- 
der this View, and to prove that the Go- 
ſpel tends to beautify the outward as well 
as the inward Man, to refine as well as 
ſanctify our Behaviour; we muſt exclude 
all thoſe fantaſtick Notions of Gentility, 
which are apt to dazle the unthinking Part 
of Mankind, all the outward Pomp of 
State and Grandeur; and more eſpecially, 
all thoſe faſhionable refinements of Vice ; 
which are as contradictory to common 
Senſe, as they are offenſive to pure Reli- 
gion: And confine ourſelves to ſuch Qua- 
lities, as the real and rational Idea of Gen- 
tility neceſſarily implies; ſuch Accompliſh- 
ments, as may be with the greateſt Truth, 
as they are here with the greateſt Elegance, 


call'd, An Ornament of Grace unto the Head, 
and Chains about the Neck. 


I ſhall accordingly beg your Attention 
with me, in conſidering the Improvements 
the Goſpel makes in the politer World, un- 
der the three following Topicks : 


Firſ, 


4 


Firſt, Honour. 
Secondly, Good-Nature. And, 
Thirdly, Good-Manners, 


Tatst ſeem to be the main and diſtin— 
guſhing, if not the only, Parts of the 
Character we are now to enquire into; 
and it will be worth while to give each of 
them a ſeperate Conſideration. 

IN treating upon theſe Heads, it is pro- 
per barely to obſerve, that they are good 
Principles as far as they go, but that they 
are in themſelves defective; Religion there- 
fore does not oppoſe itſelf to them, but 
brightens and advances them; does not de- 
ſtroy them, but falls in with them: renders 
them far more refined and compleat Rules 
of acting, and makes us Men of more Ho- 
nourß, better Nature, and better Man- 
ners, than we ſhould otherwiſe be. 


Firſt, Then let us conſider the Topick 
of Honour. 


TAE Vogue this Principle bears in the 
World is evident from the conſtant an- 
approve 
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approved Uſe of the Word, to expreſs a 
Man of Worth: But we may without 
much difficulty perceive how unable it is 
to ſtand alone, and how neceſſarily it re- 
quires the Aſſiſtance of Conſcience to ſup- 
port and ſtrengthen, to correct and give 
it its right turn. 

HoNouk may be thus deſcribed: 7: 
is that Principle, which ſuggeſts to us the 
performance of virtuous Actions, and the 
avoidance of vicious ones; founded upon 
Notions of the inherent and ennobling Ex- 
cellency of the former, and the baſe and de- 
grading Nature of the latter. 

By this Definition it is a Principle truly 
ingenuous and commendable ; but it takes 
Virtue and Viceonly inone light, andthere- 
fore it muſt be of itſelf inſufficient for the 
preſerving us ſteady in our Duty; becauſe 
we find that all Motives whatever, are lit- 
tle enough to make us truly Virtuous: 
Accordingly, when it ſtands ſingle, it will 
be exceeding narrow in its Views; and 
whatever ſhew it may make of its firmneſs 
and reſolution, it will be but a weak and 
{lender Support to a Man, who is violent- 


ly 
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ly attack d by worldly Enjoyments and Suf- 
ferings: Whereas a rightly inform'd Con- 
{cience exhibits Good and Evil to us in e- 
very View; and not only ſhews the digni- 
ty of Virtue, and the deformity of Vice, 
in the ſtrongeſt lights, but backs the per- 
formance of our Duty with the higheſt 
Motives of divine Favour and heavenly 
Glory. 

THarT nobleneſs of Nature, which 
looks down upon Vice with ſcorn, is an 
excellent Stock to engraft the Practice of 
Chriſtian Virtue upon ; but from the En- 
graftment proceeds the Generoſity of the 
Fruit; Our Corruptions would ſoon de- 
ſtroy the weakneſs of unſupported Honour; 
but Grace enlivens the decayed Principle, 
and ſhoots forth into the Strength and 

Beauty of ſubſtantial Righteouſneſs. 
Tux general difference that is made be- 
tween Honour and Conſcience is, that the 
one relates to great, the other to good 
AQtions ; but if we examine this difference 
more cloſely, we ſhall find it to be really 
nothing; becauſe there ſcem to be no Acts 
of Greatneſs, which are not likewiſe Acts 


of 
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of Goodneſs; and one and the ſame, 
Definition may ſerve them both, viz. ſuch 
Acts as beſt ſuit the Dignity of our Being, 
and the Nature of our ſeveral Relations. 
Conſcience therefore, when regulated by 
our molt Holy Religion, 1s, in this view, 
a Principle of Acting much ſuperior to 
that of bare Honour; becauſe it recom- 
mends Virtue to our Practice, under far 
{tronger Lights, and higher Motives, 

AGain Honour is deficient z becaule, 
without the {upport of Conſcience, it 1s 
liable to abundance of Failures, | 

Ir we conſider the Behaviour of thoſe 
Men, who have been eſteem'd Men of 
mere Honour, we ſhall very ſeldom find 
their Character good throughout: Becauſe 
Honour is calculated for the Eyes of Men, 
and loves to ſhine forth in glaring Acts of 
popular Brightneſs: As it now ſtands, it 
is regulated rather by Opinion than Rea- 
ſon, and acts more upon Faſhion than So- 
briety of Judgment : Accordingly we find 
that ſeveral falſe Methods are taken of 
eſtabliſhing the Character of the Principle. 


ONE 
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ONE Man, for Inſtance, imagines that 
nothing derogates from this Principle fo 
much, as inconſtancy of Mind and incon- 
{iſtency of Action; and therefore cheriſhes 
the Spirit of Stubbornneſs, and maintains 
at all Adventures, whatever he hath once 
eſpouſed : If his Zeal be exerciſed in the 
Cauſe of Truth and Virtue, it is his good 
Fortune; he might as well have appeared 
in Defence of the quite contrary, Now 
Conſcience would do well to ſtrike in here 
to {often that Stiffneſs, to teach that there 
is as much glory in retracting an Error, 
as in defending the Truth; that tho' to 
ſtem the impetuous torrent of faſhionable 
Scandals be the Bravery ; yet to fall in 
with the Stream, when the Stream flows 
the right way, is likewiſe the Duty of this 
Principle ; and that there 1s but little credit 
in a Man's being compared to a Rock for 
its Conſtancy, when the Compariſon will 
hold throughout, and take in likewile its 


Inſenſibility. 


AGain, We find that another Man 


makes Faſhion the meaſure of his Ho- 


nour; and then he gives himſelf up en- 
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tirely to the Humour of the World; and 
therefore acts by a very falſe Rule, be- 
cauſe what is really Baſe and Scandalous 
is frequently determined by the Multitude 
to be greatly Generous and Commendable 
and, on the contrary, things truly Noble 
and praiſe - worthy, are very often, in the 
current Notions of the World, degraded 
into what 1s Mean and Contemp ible: He 
acts like wiſe by a very uncertain Rule be- 
cauſe, as the Cuſtom and Faſhion of the 
World is continually ſhifting, ſo upon 
theſe grounds his Honour muſt be conti- 
nually changing its Direction: Conſcience 
therefore is equally neceſſary here, in or- 
der to ſettle and ſupport that Pliancy, 
which Hows to and fro with every Tide of 
Popularity, and to fix his Methods of Act 
ing upon the unchangeable Foundation of 
Truth and Virtue. | 
AGAIN, We often find that Honour 1s 

a partial Rule of Acting, and he who acts 
upon this Principle rightly in one reſpect, 
will act notoriouſly againft it in many o- 
thers; thus ſome, who would ſcorn to in- 
jure cheir Neighbour either in Goods or 

Repu- 


n 

Reputation, would think it no Diminution 
to their Honour to injure him in a much 
tenderer Point, and would look upon pol- 
luted Beds, and the violated ſacredneſs of 
Marriage - ties, to bear no {mall ſhare in 
the polite and genteel part of their Cha- 
racter. 

Bur among the many Inſtances of falſe 
Honour, none are ſo ſeriouſly defended 
and deliberately tranſacted, as the gratify- 
ing an ungovern'd lawleſs Revenge in the 
Practice of Duelling, and the unnatural 
Cowardice of Self- murder. 

Tux former of theſe is ſo profeſſedly 
a Part of a Gentleman's Character, that 
his Honour is entirely loſt, who will not 
be ready, on occaſion, to engage in an Act, 
that is not only offenſive to the Laws of 
God and Man, but to Reaſon and Com- 
mon- Senſe: A flight Affront is given, and 
the Death of him who gave it ſhall be the 
Satisfaction; but is there any Honour in 
Revenge and a thirſt for Blood? How far 
is ſuch brutality removed from the Divine 
Generoſity of anſwering Injuries with Kind- 
neſs, and Hatred with Good- will!? Or if 

2 we 
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we take it in another view; we have re- 
ceived one Injury, and are not contented 
with that, our Adverſary cannot acquit 
himſelf like a Man of Honour, if he will 
not endeavour to do us a much greater: 
He hath taken away our Reputation, and 
we will give him a fair Chance for our 
Life too: The firſt Injury was baſe and 
ſcandalous, but by doing a ſecond he will 
make an ample and generous Amends : 
This is the true Language of Duelling ; 
and did this place allow it, it might be 
made to appear as ridiculouſly abſurd, as 
it is abominably impious. | 

Taz Caſe of Self-murder, upon any 
ſevere Affliction, is either an inſolent De- 
fiance, or a deſperate Diftruſt of God's 
Providence; as tho the Almighty ſhould 
not impoſe upon us what Puniſhments or 
Terms of Probation he thinks fit; or as 
tho' his Providence could not free us from, 
or his Grace ſupport us under, any Af- 
flictions whatever: And how far is all this 
removed from true Honour? It is a raſh- 
nels, it is a meanneſs of Soul, 


IN 
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IN all theſe caſes Conſcience is neceſ- 
fary to enlarge our Views, to inſtruct us 
that every part of our Duty is truly ho- 
nourable, and therefore every part of it, 
upon the foot of Honour, 1s to be per- 
form'd. | 

Tus mere Honour is liable to abun- 
dance of Failures, becauſe it very much 
depends upon the Humours of Men; but 
Conſcience receives it meaſures of Acting 
from the Will of God, and is therefore a 
ſteady and uniform Principle: It keeps its 
Duty in conſtant View, is obſtinately per- 
ſevering in well doing, and takes in the 
whole ſcope of Virtue: Honour is apt to 
yield to Hardſhips; Conſcience can ſur- 
mount them all; and where mere Honour 
will almoſt unavoidably be ſubdued, Con- 
{ſcience will triumph over Shame itſelf. 

Bur if we would compare theſe Prin- 
ciples together from the Effects of them; 
what Inſtances can be ſet in competicion 
with that brightneſs of Truth and Virtue, 
that generous ſincerity of ſtrict Juſtice and 
diſintereſted Mercy, which ſhine forth in 

the Lives of truly Pious Chriſtians? What 
3 g vj Inſtances 
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Inſtances of Bravery like thoſe, which the 
noble Army of Martyrs have atcheived ? 
With what a ſuperior Senſe of Honour 
did they chearfully endure the ſoreſt try- 
als of cruel Mockings and Scourgings, of 
Impriſonments and Deaths, for the Sake 
God and Religion? They make our Hearts 
to burn within us, thro' an holy Emula- 
tion; the Chains which they bore were 
Chains of Glory; their very Bonds and 
Racks are matter of Ambition and Envy. 


Secondly, Le I us conſider the improve« 
ments Religion makes with reſpect to Good- 
Nature; and it will require no great diffi- 
culty to ſhew how ſuperior the Principle of 
Chriſtian Charity is above the common 
Principle of Good-Nature. 

Now Good-Nature is rather a Temper 
than a Virtue ; and he that is endued with 
it, is endebted more to his Conſtitution 
than his Acquiſitions for it: It is indeed a 
very amiable Quality, and covers a Mul- 
titude of Imperfections; but it is apt to fall 
into great Imperfections itſelf; and till it 
is ſtrengthened by Goſpel- Grace, and im- 

proved 
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proved into the Virtue of Chriſtian Cha- 
rity, we cannot conceive very highly of 
its excellency. When it is attended with 
a large Fortune, it generally breaks out 
into abundant Munificence and glaring 
Acts of Liberality, and degenerates into a 
Principle of inconſiderate Laviſhneſs; it 
ſcatters its Favours, it knows not where, 
nor why ; ſo that its Acts of Generoſity 
are frequently made ſubſervient to ſcanda- 
lous Purpoſes, and the goodneſs of the 
Nature is deſtroyed by the vileneſs of its 
Effects: In general, it muſt be looſe in its 
Management, becauſe compliance is its Bu- 
ſineſs; it muſt be uncertain in its Directi- 
on, becauſe it is very apt to yield to pre- 
ſent Importunity: It is much more ſtudi- 
ous to gratify than to ſerve Mankind, and 
by that means appears in many different 
Shapes of Weakneſs and Extravagance. 
Tur Softneſs of Temper, which will 
receive any Impreſſions; that Indolence, 
which will admit of all Encroachments ; 
that Profuſeneſs, which Hows out in every 
Channel of Exceſs; thatjovial Diſpoſition, 
which falls in with al! Companies, and is 


ready 
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ready to bear a part in every idle Frolick 
or vicious Intrigue, do all paſs under the 
notion of Good-Nature : Which plainly 
{hews, that the Principle of mere Good - Na- 
ture doth really require great Management, 
in order to be kept within the bounds of 
Diſcretion, Reaſon, and even common 
Virtue itſelf. 

Bur Charity riſes from a variable Tem- 
per to an uniform Duty: Charity is dif- 
fuſive without Prodigality, and ſtrong with- 
out Fondneſs: It is bounded by noching 
leſs than the Univerſe, and it makes the 
Love of ourſelves the meaſure of our Love 
towards all Mankind; yet there is no dan- 
ger of Exceſs, becauſe it is ordered with 
Chriſtian Prudence; no danger of its being 
Exhauſted, becauſe the Riches of Divine 
Grace are the Fund of Goſpel Benevolence: 
It imitates the Almighty Benefactor of 
Mankind in the Strength, the Purity, the 
Sincerity of Affection: nothing therefore 
but Beneficence can flow from it; and its 
Beneficence ſtreams forth in every Inſtance 
of ſubſtantial Service. So that however 
the Principle of Good-Nature may 4 r 

| ov 
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lov'd and applauded, yet it is no other than 
weak and beggarly Elements in Compari- 
{on of the Perfection of that Goſpel-Cha- 
rity, which is ſo fully and elegantly ſet 
forth in the 13th Chapter of St. Paul's 
former Epiſtle to the Corinthians. 


Thirdly, LET us proceed to conſider 
Religion with reſpect to Good-Manners. 

HE RRH we mult treat of Good-Manners, 
as ſeated in the inward Man, and not as 
entirely conſiſting in the outward Deport- 
ment of the Body; the latter is an acci- 
dental Circumſtance only, but is frequent- 
ly made uſe of to conceal the bad Tempers 
of the Mind, 

Now Good-Manners ſeem to be that 
Diſpofition or Habit, whereby our Behaviour 
7s render d decorous, our Converſation agree- 
able: A good Mein, or Carriage of Body, 
doth certainly ſet off a good Temper of 
Mind; but the ſpring of our good Beha- 
viour muſt be within: Religion muſt form 
the Man, Virtue muſt adorn his Conver- 
{ation 3 and Religion is decent and grace- 
ful in every Action, Virtue is comely and 
D en- 


(18) 
engaging in every Motion, But there are 
two Goſpel Duties only, which I would in 
this place more particularly inſiſt upon; 
viz, Meekneſs and Humility. St. Peter 
exhorts us to be cloathed with Humility, 
and mentions putting on the Ornament 
of 4 meek and quiet Spirit; terms highly 
expreſſive of that Grace and Luſtre, which 
thoſe Tempers of Mind {hed over all our 
Actions: And indeed if Men would be as 
careful to poſſeſs their Souls of thoſe two 
Virtues, as to form their Bodies to the out- 
ward Accompliſhments of faſhionable Ad- 
dreſs, the World would abound much more 
in Good-Manners, and be eaſed of a great 
deal of Inſincerity: All that Complaiſance 
and fine Breeding, which Mankind is ſo 
fond of, is an outward Profeſſion only of, 
but is eaſily ſeen thro, if it be not found- 
ed upon, theſe Virtues; it is put to many 
ſhifts to hide its Hypocriſy; and ſeldom 
meets with any other than inſincere re- 
turns for all its modiſh Inſtances of un- 
deſigning Civility: For Men are quick- 
ſighted enough, and will never eſteem him 
one of Good -Manners, who is ſuch in ap- 
oft; i pearance 
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pearance only ; who, to gain a Point, or 
comply with Faſhion, will keep his Mind 
and Body upon the ſtretch to behave with 
decorum, and practice over a few formal 
Ceremonies; but who, if he be taken 
in an unguarded Hour, in a Place where 
he does not think himſelf obliged to ob- 
ſerve the niceties of Behaviour, is Haughty 
and Furious: a Lion in his Houſe, and fran- 
tick among his Servants. s 

Bur the meek and humble Chriſtian is 
ever affable and condeſcending, open and 
free in his Carriage, and procures that 
hearty Friendſhip from others, which he 
is ever ready to expreſs towards them. 
Humility makes a Man perfectly caſy in 
himſelf, and Meekneſs renders him entire- 
ly agreeable to others; the chearfulneſs of 
innocent Mirth is the conſtant reſult of the 
former, a general Love and Eſteem among 
his Acquaintance of the latter: A Man of 
theſe qualities ſuffereth long and is kind, 
and is not eafily provoked ; he vaunteth not 
himſelf, is not pufft up, does not behave 
himſelf unſeemly : Thus he endears his 


Friends to himſelf by obliging Courteſy, 
D 2 and 


and reconciles his Enemies by forgiveneſs 
and forbearance in Love. | 
Tux modeſty of deference to Superiors 
the agreeableneſs of preferring our Equals 
in Honour, and provoking them in Love; 
the engaging methods of Condeſcention to 
Inferiors, the {oft Diverſions of Tender- 
neſs, which turn away Wrath; the mild 
yieldings of Meekneſs, which pacify great 
Offences, are the ingratiating Circum- 
ſtances of true Endearment; which pro- 
duce all the {weets of Converſation, with- 
out the intermixture of thoſe many Piques 
and Animoſities, which a peeviſh, haugh- 
ty Behaviour never fails to create and fo- 
ment: Theſe are the Inſtances of Good- 
Manners which are really wanted in the 
World, and theſe are the natural and ge- 
nuine Effects of a meek and humble Spirit. 

Uro the whole then we ſee the 
gracefulneſs and generoſity of the Goſpel 
Diſpenſation: But if we carry our Views 
up to the bleſſed Author of it; what a- 
mazing Scenes of Brightneſs break forth 
thro' thoſe Clouds of Meanneſs and Af- 
flictions, with which the Son of Righteouſ- 
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neſs was oppreſs'd? What Acts or Con- 
ceptions of Honour can ſtand in Compe- 
tition with his patient enduring the Pains 
of the Croſs, his glorious Contempt of the 
Shame of it? What Goodneſs of Nature 
can bear any proportion to the Love of 
the Holy Jeſus, who from his Manger to 
his Grave went about doing good, even to 
his greateſt Enemies? But who {ſhall de- 
clare the glories of that Meekneſs and 
Humility, whereby he diſrobed himſelf of 
all the Majeſty of his Father's Kingdom, 
that he might converſe among Men in all 
the condeſcending freedoms of Love and 
Friendſhip? | 
Suck was the Life of our bleſſed Ma- 
fter, and thus ought we to adorn our 
Lives, if we would do Juſtice to the Beau- 
ty and Majeſty of the Goſpel Inſtitution. 
Sullennefs and ſeverity of Behaviour, are 
no parts of Chriſtian Qualification; and 
therefore we ought to ſhed over our De- 
votion all that Luſtre, which open Ho- 
neſty and good Senſe, which generous 
Kindneſs and fine Breeding, can beſtow 
to make it amiable : Goodneſs is never ſo 
en. 
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engaging, as when it has chearſulneſs for 
its Ornament; and no Charms are com- 


parable to the refined Graces of a well 
accompliſh'd Piety. 

Hzxz then let the Men of Station and 
Fortune, who know not the brightneſs and 
dignity of Chriſtian Convexfation, conſi- 
der how they have miſtaken their Cha- 
racer; and in a ſteady performance of 

2 Virtue form their Lives upon the 
exact ſquare of Goſpel Duty: For true Ho- 
nour is not that which ſtandeth in outward 
Splendor, nor that is meaſured by glaring 
Popularity: Religion is the Excellency of 
Man, and Virtue is his real Perfection. 
HER let thoſe, the Goodneſs of whoſe 
Temper is inclined to overflow in Acts of 
Kindneſs, joyfully i improve their natural 
Diſpoſition into a Virtue, into the Per- 
fection of all Virtues, even that of Chri- 
ſtian Charity. Good-Nature is apt to tire 
and wear by much Exerciſe; Generoſity 
Toon deſtroys its ſtock of Bounty, is un- 
able to defray the Expences of abundant 
Munificence; but Charity never fails, 
Charity is inexhauſtible: The Soul may 
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for ever delight itſelf in the Riches of 


_ Mercy. 


HERE let thoſe who labour to ob- 
lige the World, by appearing agreeable in 
Converſation, and graceful in Behaviour, 
learn to be, what they defire to ſeem to 
be, Modeſt, Courteous, Meek, and Hum- 
ble: It is baſe and fooliſh to put on a 
Diſguiſe, when the true Habit is ſo caſily 
acquired: And who is there, who would 
not exchange the foulneſs and uneaſineſs 
of Diſſimulation, for the real Beauty and 
ſubſtantial Comfort of the Virtues them- 
{elves? 

IN ſhort, Let us all look up to our moſt 
Holy Religion for our Accompliſhments, 
and regulate our Behaviour by the Pre- 
cepts of it: We ſhall thereby be held both 
in the Admiration of Men and the Favour 
of God; and thoſe Virtues, which are ar 
Ornament of Grace unto our Heads here, 
will become unto us a Crown of Eternal 
Glory hereafter, Amen. 
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